
ORDINANCE NO. �- 2020 

AN ORDINANCE SUSPENDING THE ENFORCEMENT OF CERTAIN ORDINANCES 

AND PROVIDING THE MAYOR WITH THE CRITERIA AND PROCEDURE TO 

TEMPORARILY CLOSE PUBLIC STREETS, TO PERMIT THE TEMPORARY USE OF 

PARKING LOTS, SIDEWALKS, PARKS, AND CLOSED PUBLIC STREETS FOR 

OUTDOOR DINING AND RETAIL IN ORDER TO BETTER ALLOW INDIVIDUALS AND 

BUSINESSES TO COMPLY WITH THE SOCIAL DISTANCING AND OTHER HEAL TH 

AND SAFETY REQUIREMENTS AND BUSINESS REOPENING REQUIREMENTS 

ISSUED BY THE GOVERNOR AND TO SLOW THE SPREAD OF COVID-19 WITHIN 

LEXINGTON-FAYETTE COUNTY; SUSPENDING APPLICABLE FEES FOR CERTAIN 

PERMITS; AND SETTING REQUIREMENTS FOR INTERESTED RETAIL 

BUSINESSES AND RESTAURANTS; EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE OF COUNCIL 

UNTIL 12:00 AM ON JUNE 24, 2020. 

WHEREAS, the President of the United States and the Governor of the 

Commonwealth of Kentucky have both declared states of emergency in response to the 

novel coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic; and 

WHEREAS, Mayor Linda Gorton declared, in Executive Order 2020-01, that a 

state of emergency exists in Lexington-Fayette County; and 

WHEREAS, multiple cases of COVID-19 have been confirmed in Lexington­

Fayette County and the Commonwealth of Kentucky; and 

WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the Kentucky 

Department of Health (DPH) and the Lexington-Fayette County Health Department 

(LFCHD) have recommended that the public practice healthy and safety measures, 

including social distancing, meaning maintaining at least six feet of distance from other 

individuals to minimize the transmission of COVID-19; and 

WHEREAS, Governor Beshear has issued requirements for retail businesses in 

the Commonwealth to reopen on May 20, 2020, including, but not limited to, operating at 

a maximum of 33% capacity; practicing social distancing; ensuring the premises are 

cleaned and sanitized regularly; and requiring the wearing of personal protective 

equipment by employees; and 

WHEREAS, Governor Beshear has issued requirements for restaurants in the 

Commonwealth to reopen on May 22, 2020, including, but not limited to, operating at 33% 

capacity indoors, with no limit on outdoor seating if following social distancing 

requirements; practicing social distancing; ensuring the premises are cleaned and 

sanitized regularly; and requiring the wearing of personal protective equipment by 

employees; and 

WHEREAS, outdoor activities, including outdoor restaurant seating and retail 

space, have been determined to be safer and less likely to lead to the spread of COVID-

19 than indoor restaurant seating or retail space; and 

WHEREAS, the Urban County Council recognizes the financial impact on local 

businesses, employees, and citizens resulting from the public health emergency and 

Governor Beshear's Executive Orders and business opening requirements to reduce the 

spread of COVID-19; and 

WHEREAS, various regulations and ordinances restricting the use of outdoor 

space, public or private, exist at the local level within Lexington-Fayette County that 

businesses normally must follow prior to utilizing outdoor space for retail businesses or 

restaurants; and 

WHEREAS, temporarily suspending the enforcement of certain regulations and 

ordinances, closing some public streets to motor vehicle traffic, and providing a process 










